Bureau of Customs security officer makes routine
search of luggage at airport.

pacity to the Office of the Solicitor General concerning ap-
peals of such cases.

The Section is responsible for supervising any litiga-
tion involving addicts committed or petitioning for treat-
ment under the Narcotic Addict Rehabilitation Act
(NARA) of 1966. In FY 1971, under title I of NARA, the
Section examined 124 addicts charged with Federal
offenses and requesting treatment on a deferred prosecu-
tion basis. Examinations were also conducted under
title II, which provides for treatment of addicts convicted
of a Federal offense. Petitions for voluntary civil commit-
ment under title III increased from 2,262 in FY 1970 to
3,026 in FY 1971,

The Section has authority over some civil matters
as well; for instance, if a regulatory ruling of the Bureau
of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs (BNDD) were
challenged, the Section would represent BNDD on appeal.
The Section has the discretionary authority of the Attor-
ney General in matters of judicial forfeiture of property
used in connection with violation of law relating to nar-
cotics, marijuana, controlled substances, liquor, wagering,
counterfeiting, and firearms.

Though the Section has no investigative authority, it
works closely with investigative agencies and U.S. at-

torneys in assisting investigations and advising on legal
grounds for cases. In the past few years, the Section has
broadened its supervisory and policy-making activities into
the operational area. In a pilot program begun in FY
1970, the Section established a branch office in San Diego,
Calif., with three attorneys whose mission was to work
closely with U.S. attorneys and investigative agencies such
as BNDD and the Bureau of Customs in investigating,
indicting, and prosecuting complex, large-scale conspiracy
cases. On the basis of the pilot project, the Section plans
to open one or two more branch offices in FY 1973. The
Section also cooperates with the BNDD-funded Joint Task
Force in New York City, which includes attorneys from
the Section.

During FY 1971, the Section was involved in such
cases as the apprehension in San Francisco of smugglers
attempting to import more than 5 tons of marijuana;
the arrest of 125 middle-level narcotics dealers in New
York City; and the seizure of 90 pounds of heroin and
the arrest of members of a smuggling ring in western
Texas.

Bureau of Customs

The Bureau of Customs initiated an intensified enforce-
ment program in late FY 1970, geared toward increased
antidrug and narcotic law enforcement. This program
utilized "blitz" tactics by mobile forces and 100 percent
examinations and detailed searches by agents of car-
riers, cargo, and persons arriving from abroad. The
enforcement effort, lasting about 3 months, resulted in
1,316 narcotic and dangerous drug seizures.

X-ray package inspection apparatus. Two X-ray ma-
chines were designed to Bureau of Customs specifications
and were delivered in early 1971. These machines were
developed for the inspection of postal packages. One
unit was installed at the Chicago mail division, and the
other at the Oakland mail division. Though these ma-
chines are still considered experimental, they have been
extremely helpful in the detection of heroin and other
forms of contraband.

Narcotic test kits. The intensified enforcement activities
of the Bureau of Customs necessitated the development
of materials for on-the-spot testing of suspected contra-
band, A kit containing such materials was produced by
Customs in cooperation with a commercial firm. This
kit has been made available to all Customs field officers
concerned with the interception of illegal drug importa-
tions. Tests made with the kit do not substitute for lab-
oratory analysis, but they provide the officer with evi-
dence of "probable cause" to hold the suspect.

Enforcement activity in mail divisions. The Bureau of
Customs established new enforcement-units in the mail
divisions of New York, San Francisco, and Los Angeles.
During 1970, 3,731 detections were made by the mail
divisions, a substantial increase over the previous year.

Detector dogs. In FY 1971, the Bureau of Customs began
a large-scale program using trained dogs to detect smug-
gled marijuana and hashish in mail packages, in cargo at
docks, and in vehicles crossing the Mexican border. From
September 1970 to June 1971, the dogs and their han-
dlers accomplished 564 narcotic finds, including 331
pounds of hashish, 13 pounds of opium, 200 grams of
heroin, 7,142 pounds of marijuana, 3,527 marijuana
cigarettes, and numerous marijuana sweepings and seeds.
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